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More than three crore 
devotees took a holy dip 
on January 13, the first 
bathing festival of Poush 
Purnima; and January 
14, the first Amrit Snan 
of the Maha Kumbh, the 
officials said.

MAHAKUMBH NAGAR: San-
gam Nose where saints and 
spiritual leaders from various 
Akharas also performed their 
ritual baths has emerged as 
the favourite spot for the holy 
dip during the Maha Kumbh 
here.

This seamless coexistence 
of saints and devotees at the 
Sangam Nose became a real-
ity due to the tireless efforts 
of the mechanical branch of 
the Irrigation Department, 
Mechanical Barrage Mechan-
ical Section Maintenance, 
Varanasi, officials said here. 
The team expanded 26 hect-
ares of land between the 
Shastri Bridge and Sangam 
Nose, with two hectares 
exclusively added at the San-
gam Nose in just 85 days by 
working round-the-clock in 
three shifts, they said. This 
meticulous planning and 
execution allowed saints and 
devotees to share the sacred 
experience of the Amrit Snan 

harmoniously, highlighting 
the exceptional arrange-
ments made for this grand 
spiritual event, they said. This 
expansion, achieved by plac-
ing sandbags over a 1,650-
metre stretch, allowed for the 
construction of temporary 
ghats, enabling more devo-
tees to bathe simultaneously 
across the Sangam region, 
the officials said. The team 
completed the task using 
four large dredging machines 
in record time. This effort 
significantly enhanced the 
capacity and accessibility of 
the sacred site for millions of 
devotees.

Sangam Nose emerges as 
favourite spot for holy dip

FIR against youth for spreading 
false info about Maha Kumbh

Devotees from all directions prioritised the Sangam Nose for Amrit Snan and flocked there.
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The Congress has 
focussed on giving a 
roadmap to the people 
and has launched new 
guarantees if elected 
to power.

JAIPUR: Congress leader 
Sachin Pilot on Tuesday 
said instead of a discus-
sion on inflation and 
unemployment, the Delhi 
assembly poll campaigns 
has remained limited to 
allegations and counter-al-
legations between the AAP 
and BJP. The Congress, 
however, has focussed on 
giving a roadmap to the 

people and has launched 
new guarantees if elected 
to power, the former 
Rajasthan deputy chief 
minister said.

“BJP and Aam Aadmi 
Party are making allega-
tions against each other. 
BJP is alleging that so many 
crores have been spent 
on CM House or ‘Sheesh 

Mahal’. Aam Aadmi Party 
says that so much money 
was spent on PM House 
or ‘Raj Mahal’,” Pilot told 
reporters in Tonk. “No 
one is paying attention to 
the pollution, inflation, 
unemployment and clean-
liness in Delhi. The Con-
gress party has launched 
guarantees and we are 

giving a road map to the 
people. I hope that this 
time the people of Delhi 
will give a chance to Con-
gress,” he said.

Pilot said that people 
remember the develop-
ment work done by the 
Congress government 
headed by Sheila Dikshit. 
“The development that 
happened during that 
time is still remembered 
by people. Congress did 
not let development stop,” 
he said. On a possible rift 
within the INDIA bloc, he 
said that all the parties 
that stand against the BJP 
and its National Demo-
cratic Alliance are still 
together. 
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‘Delhi polls for AAP, BJP 
reduced to making allegations’

Naga sadhus of Shri Panchayati Niranjani Akhada arrive to take the first ‘Amrit Snan’ at the Mahakumbh on Makar Sankranti festival, at Sangam.

Ballia (UP):  A case has 
been registered against 
a youth for allegedly 
spreading false infor-
mation on social media 
that 11 devotees died 
during a Maha Kumbh 
ritual in Prayagraj, 
police officials said on 
Tuesday.

According to police, 
a First Information 
Report (FIR) was lodged 
at Pakdi police station 

on the complaint of 
Station House Officer 
(SHO) Rajendra Prasad 
Singh. The accused, 
identified as Lalu Yadav 
Sanjeev, was booked 
under Section 353(2) of 
the BNS.

Referring to the FIR, 
the police said a com-
plaint had been made 
by Avkush Kumar Singh 
on the social network-
ing platform X on Mon-

day.
Singh reported that 

the accused, linked to 
the Samajwadi Party, 
had posted false infor-
mation on Facebook. 
The post alleged that “11 
devotees have died of 
heart attack due to cold 
at the Maha Kumbh 
bathing event and the 
ICU emergency camps 
are overcrowded with 
patients”.

FASTFACTS

z Several persons, 
including 50 trainee 
sub-inspectors, have 
been arrested by a 
special investigating 
team in connection with 
the paper leak of the SI 
Recruitment Exam-2021.

Committee 
to summon 
Meta for 
Zuckerberg’s 
election claim

NEW DELHI: Seeking 
an apology from social 
media giant Meta for 
“tarnishing” India’s 
image, BJP MP Nishikant 
Dubey, who heads the 
Parliament’s Standing 
Committee on Commu-
nications and Informa-
tion Technology, said on 
Tuesday that the panel 
will summon the firm 
following its chairman’s 
comments that India’s 
ruling dispensation lost 
the Lok Sabha election 
last year. “My commit-
tee will summon Meta 
for this incorrect infor-
mation. Incorrect infor-
mation about any demo-
cratic country tarnishes 
its image. This organi-
sation will have to apol-
ogise to the Indian Par-
liament and the people 
here for this mistake,” 
Dubey said in a post on 
X. He was reacting to 
Information and Broad-
casting Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw’s criticism of 
Facebook co-founder 
Mark Zuckerberg, who 
owns the controlling 
stake in the Meta group 
of companies, for making 
a “factually incorrect” 
statement that the incum-
bent government in India 
lost the election in 2024 
over issues arising out of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
“It is disappointing to see 
misinformation from Mr 
Zuckerberg himself. Let’s 
uphold facts and credibil-
ity,” Vaishnaw said, tag-
ging Meta on X and other 
social media platforms.

NEW DELHI

Our Veterans are 
heroes, enduring 
symbols of 
patriotism: PM

On Armed Forces 
Veterans’ Day, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday hailed the 
brave women and men 
who dedicated their 
lives to safeguarding 
the nation and said our 
veterans are heroes and 
enduring symbols of 
patriotism.

“On Armed Forces 
Veterans Day, we 
express gratitude to the 
brave women and men 
who dedicated their 
lives to safeguarding 
our nation. Their sac-
rifices, courage and 
unwavering commit-
ment to duty are exem-
plary,” Modi said in a 
post on X.

“Our Veterans are 
heroes and enduring 
symbols of patriotism. 
Ours is a Government 
that has always worked 
for the welfare of vet-
erans and we will keep 
doing so in the times to 
come,” he said.

NEWSLINEIMD’s organisational 
structure needs major 
renewal: Jairam Ramesh
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As the IMD marked 
its 150th anniver-
sary, Ramesh said 
it has had a great 
history. 

NEW DELHI: Former envi-
ronment minister Jairam 
Ramesh noted on Tuesday 
that the India Meteorological 
Department’s (IMD) com-
putational capabilities have 
increased in recent decades 
and called for a major 
renewal of its organisational 
structure.

Climate change is hav-
ing a profound impact on 
the behaviour of monsoon, 
which is and will continue 
to be of critical importance 
to the country’s fortunes, 
the Congress leader said in a 
post on X.

“Long Period Averages 
of the quantum of rainfall 
may not have varied much 
over the years but its vari-
ability clearly has. The fre-
quency of extreme events 
has definitely increased. 
There is, broadly speaking, 
the same amount of rainfall 
but in a decidedly lower time 
period,” he said.

This has many impli-
cations, especially for 
agri-planning and ground-
water and urban manage-
ment, Ramesh added.

“The IMD’s computa-
tional capabilities have 

increased in recent decades. 
This has to be expanded 
even faster. Its organisa-
tional structure needs major 

renewal,” he said.
The IMD, which functions 

under the Ministry of Earth 
Sciences, marks a significant 
milestone as it celebrates 150 
years of dedicated service to 
the nation.

Established in 1875, the 
IMD has been at the fore-
front of providing critical 
weather and climate ser-
vices, playing a vital role in 
disaster management, agri-
culture, aviation and public 
safety.

FASTFACTS

z The IMD, which 
functions under the 
Ministry of Earth 
Sciences, marks a 
significant milestone as 
it celebrates 150 years 
of dedicated service to 
the nation.

Delhi court 
acquits man in 
2021 rape case
NEW DELHI:  A Delhi 
court has acquitted a man 
accused of raping his sister-
in-law, saying her testimony 
was not of “sterling quality”. 
Further, additional sessions 
judge Anuj Agrawal acquit-
ted her husband of cruelty 
charges pointing out incon-
sistencies in her statement. 
The court was hearing the 
case against the man and his 
brother, accused of the cru-
elty and rape, respectively. 
According to the woman, 
the husband and his rela-
tives harassed and assaulted 
her for dowry after the mar-
riage in November, 2020. 


